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(Appending public notice requiring chilled meat importers to meet the
technical regulations requirements and the approved standards for
transferring and handling chilled meat products)
Saudi Food & Drug Authority (SFDA) Food sector issued a public notice number
(740) on 13-7-1433 AH corresponding to 3 June 2012, with regard to the outcome
of the meetings between SFDA officials and Saudi Arabian Airlines (SAA) cargo
officials. There are some technical obstacles in providing auto-refrigerated
containers with built-in compressors for chilled meat transferred by air. SAA pledges
to provide equipment necessary to regulate the temperature inside the chilled meat
containers by using thermal insulation. Also, in the near future SAA will conduct and
prepare the scientific and technical studies required for these containers to facilitate
transfer of chilled meat from the exporting country to Saudi Arabia. The findings of
these studies will be submitted to SFDA later. Therefore, to serve the public interest,
safeguard consumer's health and safety, to spare the loss of national capitals, and to
avoid rejecting the entry of imported products, SFDA, acting upon the justifications
provided by SAA, would like to notify the following to all the concerned chilled meat
importers:

1. Temporarily, (LD3-AKE) containers shall continue to be used for transferring
chilled meat, provided that the transportation requirements for meat and
meat products imported to KSA are met as stipulated in MOC! directive
number (123) on 16-1-1422 AH corresponding to 10 April 2001.

2. As of the deadline (20-7-1433 AH corresponding to 10 June 2012) issued to
importers of chilled meat, any chilled meat consignment found incompliant
with GS (1998-997) article (6/2/8) entitled (chilled and frozen beef,
buffalo meat, mutton and goat meat) which states that “chilled meat
temperature during transportation shall not exceed (0.5, £ 1) C*” will not be
released.

3. All importers shall be committed to providing refrigerated vehicles for
transferring chilled meat from the containers to the designated warehouses.

4. All importers shall be fully in compliance with the approved food technical

regulations and standards.

Your cooperation is appreciated.
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